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One of the most important single variables, which affect schooling, is intelligence. Intelligence is the ability to
acquire and apply knowledge. Success in school and colleges and in one’s own profession, social adjustment,
possession of general information etc. are all associated with the concept of “intelligence”. The word intelligence is
derived from the Latin verb ‘intellegere’ which means understanding.

According to Alfred Binet intelligence is the ability for judgement or common sense. Thorndike defines
intelligence as “one’s capacity to deal effectively with situations”. For Jean Piaget, ‘intelligence is the ability to
adapt to one’s surroundings’. In the words of Cyril Burt, “Intelligence is the capacity of flexible adjustment.”
According to David Wechsler (1977): ‘The global capacity to think rationally, act purposefully, and deal effectively
with the environment.’

Intelligence is defined as mental capability that involves the ability to reason, to plan, to solve problems, to think
abstractly, to comprehend complex ideas, to learn quickly and to learn from experience. It is not merely book
learning, a narrow academic skill, or test-taking smartness.

In simple words, intelligence is nothing but thinking skills and the ability to adapt to and to learn from life’s
everyday experiences.

Who’s more intelligent? An engineer designing a bridge, a manager motivating his staff, a professor teaching a
class, a violin player in a symphony, an author writing a story, an African Bushman finding water in the desert?

Nature and Characteristics of Intelligence and its Development:

Intelligence is not acquired after sustained labour. It is a gift from nature. Intelligence is not memory. An
intelligent person may have poor memory. Intelligence is not a skill which a worker acquires after planned
practice. Intelligence is not a guarantee of a good behaviour of the individual.

To understand the nature of intelligence we need to know the classification intelligence as given by E.L. Thorndike
and Garret:

1. Concrete Intelligence – It is the ability of an individual to comprehend actual situations and to react to them
adequately. The concrete intelligence is evident from various activities of daily life. This type of intelligence is
applicable when the individual is handling concrete objects or medicines. Engineers, mechanics and architects
have this type of intelligence.

2. Abstract Intelligence – It is the ability to respond to words, numbers and symbols. Abstract intelligence is
required in the ordinary academic subjects in the school. This is acquired after an intensive study of books and
literature. Good teachers, lawyers, doctors, philosophers etc. have this type of intelligence.

3. Social Intelligence – It means the ability of an individual to react to social situations of daily life. Adequate
adjustment in social situations is the index of social intelligence. Persons having this type of intelligence know the
art of winning friends and influencing them. Leaders, ministers, members of diplomatic sources and social
workers have it.
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Thus we see the nature of intelligence as the ability for adjustment to environment, ability to perceive relationship
between various objects and methods, ability to solve problems, ability to think independently, ability to learn
maximum in minimum period of time, ability to benefit from one’s own experience and the experience of others.

Therefore, intelligence is an inborn ability of an individual, the distribution of intelligence is not equal among all
human beings. There is wide individual difference that exists among individuals with regard to intelligence.

Characteristics of Intelligence:

The main features of Intelligence are the following:

1. Intelligence is an innate natural endowment of the child.
2. It helps the child in maximum learning in minimum period of time.
3. The child is able to foresee the future and plan accordingly.
4. The child is able to take advantage of his previous experiences.
5. The child faces the future with compliance.
6. He develops a sense of discrimination between right or wrong.
7. The developmental period of intelligence is from birth to adolescence.
8. There is a minor difference in the development of intelligence between boys and girls.
9. There are individual differences with regard to the intelligence between boys and girls.

10. Intelligence is mostly determined by heredity but a suitable environment necessary to improve it.

Development of Intelligence:

It is generally agreed upon by almost all psychologists that intelligence increases up to adolescence and declines in
old age. According to Pinter, the development of intelligence takes place at a rapid space up to the age of 14 years,
and then it stops at any stage in between the ages of 14 – 22 years.

In the opinion of Terman, students and adults reach the limit of their intelligence growth at the age of 16 years.
According to Binet, this limit is reached at the age of 15 years.

According to Ottis, intelligence grows up to the age of 18 years. The researchers of Thorndike reveal that the
power to learn in a person develops up to the age of 22 years and this power continues to work up to the age of 45
years.

According to some psychologists, the intelligence of dull children grows only up to the age of 14 years and those of
normal ones up to the age of 16 years.

In the case of children of genius category, it continues to grow up to the age of twenty years.

However, the definite age till when intelligence grows has not been determined. This problem remains even today
as it was earlier.

Conclusion: It can be rightly said that intelligence is the ability to adjust, to think, to understand, to reason and
to act in the best possible manner. We can also conclude that during early childhood, there is a period of relatively
rapid growth of intelligence followed by a slower late during adolescence.
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